
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE NEWTON COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE; TO 

REPEAL CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 

AND FOR FURTHER PURPOSES. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Newton County, Georgia, as 

follows: 

 

SECTION 1 

 

DIVISION 105, Section 105-020 is amended by inserting the following definitions: 

 

Special Events Facility:  An establishment that is rented by individuals or groups to 

accommodate private functions including banquets, fundraisers, weddings, parties, other 

celebrations, and which may include an on-site kitchen or catering facility. 

 

Place of Public Assembly: A building, structure and/or grounds, including 

amphitheaters, auditoriums, convention space, stadiums, theatres, cinemas, sports arenas, 

concert halls, lecture halls and other similar facilities intended for commercial or non-

commercial entertainment, instruction, or similar activities involving assembled groups 

of people.   

 

Indoor Recreational Facilities, Commercial:  A facility whose main purpose is to 

provide the general public with indoor activities for recreational activities and where 

tickets are sold or fees are collected for participation in the activities.  Such uses include 

arcades, game rooms, bowling alleys, billiard parlors, indoor skating rinks, sports 

instructional schools, dance studios, gymnastic facilities and martial arts academies. 

 

           SECTION 2 

 

DIVISION 105, Section 105-020 is amended by deleting portions of the following 

definitions: 

 

Concert Hall:  A building or part of a building thereof, with its appurtenant facilities, 

devoted primarily to the showing of theatrical productions, musical productions, or live 

performances on a paid admission basis to patrons. 

 

Theater/Cinema:  A building or part of a building devoted to showing motion pictures.   

  

SECTION 3 

 

 Article 5, Section 505-010 is amended by adding the following: 

 
Type of 

Use 

Applicable 

Use 

Standards 

Zoning Districts 

A RE AR R1 R2 R3 MSR DR RMF MHP MHS OI CN CH CG M1 M2 
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Type of 

Use 

Applicable 

Use 

Standards 

Zoning Districts 

A RE AR R1 R2 R3 MSR DR RMF MHP MHS OI CN CH CG M1 M2 

Special 

Events 

Facility 

510-595 CU CU CU         A A A A A1  

 
Type of Use Applicable 

Use 

Standards 

Zoning Districts 

A RE AR R1 R2 R3 MSR DR RMF MHP MHS OI CN CH CG M1 M2 

Indoor  

Recreational 

Facilities, 

Commercial
 

510-595            CU A A A A1  

 
Type of Use Applicable 

Use 

Standards 

Zoning Districts 

A RE AR R
1 

R2 R3 MSR DR RMF MHP MHS OI CN CH CG M1 M2 

Club/Order/ 

Lodge, 

Private 

510-595 CU CU CU          A A A A1  

 
Type of Use Applicable 

Use 

Standards 

Zoning Districts 

A RE AR R1 R2 R3 MSR DR RMF MHP MHS OI CN CH CG M1 M2 

Place of Public 

Assembly
 510-470 CU           A A A A A1  

 

SECTION 4 

 

 Article 5, Section 505-010 is amended by deleting the following in its entirety: 

 

 
Type of 

Use 
Applicable Use 

Standards 
Zoning Districts 

A RE AR R1 R2 R3 MSR DR RMF MHP MHS OI CN CH CG M1 M2 

Theater 
            CU CU A A A

 
 

 

 
Type of Use Applicable 

Use 

Standards 

Zoning Districts 

A RE AR R1 R2 R3 MSR DR RMF MHP MHS OI CN CH CG M1 M2 

Amphitheater/Stadium/ 

Concert Hall 
 A           A AU A A A

 
AU 

                                                 
1
  Only business licenses for uses in buildings existing as of the effective date of this ordinance are authorized in M1 zoning. 
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Type of 

Use 

Applicable Use 

Standards 

Zoning Districts 

A RE AR R1 R2 R3 MSR DR RMF MHP MHS OI CN CH CG M1 M2 

Dance 

School or 
Studio 

            A A A A CU
 

CU 

 

SECTION 5 

 

 Section 510-470 is amended by deleting the existing text in its entirety and adding the 

following: 

 

Sec. 510-470  PLACE OF PUBLIC ASSEMBLY 

 

A.  All facilities must be located on a collector or arterial street. 

 

B. A 50-foot buffer or 25-foot buffer with opaque screening adjacent to residential 

zoning is required. 

 

C. Driveways and parking areas shall be setback twenty-five (25) feet from side and rear 

property lines. 

 

D. When adjacent to residentially zoned property, outdoor activities shall be limited to 

the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  

 

E. If facility is over 5,000 square feet in size and/or will include over 50 seats, a 

Conditional Use Permit will be required.   

 

SECTION 6 

 

DIVISION 510, Section 510-010 is amended by adding the following use: 

 

Sec. 510-595  SPECIAL EVENTS FACILITY/INDOOR RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, 

COMMERCIAL 

 

A. A 50-foot buffer or 25-foot buffer with opaque screening adjacent to residential 

zoning is required. 

 

B. Driveways and parking areas shall be setback twenty-five (25) feet from side and rear 

property lines. 

 

C. When adjacent to residentially zoned property, outdoor activities shall be limited to 

the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  
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D. Any on-site kitchen or catering facility shall comply with all applicable local and 

State regulations, including but not limited to the rules and regulations of the 

Environmental Health Department. 

 

E. If facility is over 5,000 square feet in size and/or will include over 50 seats: 

 

a. A Conditional Use Permit will be required, and 

 

b. All facilities shall be located on a collector or arterial street.   

 

 

SECTION 7 

 

 All ordinances or regulations or parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

SECTION 8 

 

 This Ordinance shall be in force and take effect on December 20, 2011. 

 

 Adopted and approved by the Board of Commissioners on the 20th day of December, 

2011, after a public hearing on said date. 

 

    NEWTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

    By: ___________________________ 

     Kathryn G. Morgan, Chairman 

 

    Attest: ___________________________ 

     Jackie Smith, Clerk 

 

Recommended for approval and adopted by the Newton County Planning Commission on 

the 22nd day of November, 2011, after a public hearing on said date. 

 

    NEWTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

    By: ___________________________ 

     Landis Stephens, Chairman 

 

    Attest: ___________________________ 

     Crystal Dooley, Secretary 


